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Welcome to the Parish of Tysoe, located at the northern end of the Cotswolds
National Landscape on the border of Warwickshire and Oxfordshire.

{4 ARABLE FIELD MARGINS - UPTON ESTATE

The parish includes the village of Upper and Middle Tysoe and the hamlet of Lower Tysoe. The The Upton Estate covers about 1,850 acres of arable,
parish is well-served by a network of footpaths and two well-known long-distance footpaths — grass and woodland between the villages of Tysoe,
the Centenary Way and Macmillan Way - meet in the parish. The parish is setin an agricultural Radway and Alkerton. The ethos of the Estate is to
landscape with pasture for sheep and cattle, a range of arable crops and a small amount of 4 manage the land in a sustainable way, enhancing

deciduous woodland. There are some notable examples of 'ridge and furrow’ pasture. biodiversity and soil health. On the arable land Upton
grows a wide rotation of crops, applying organic
manures to the land to improve soil health and
practicing low till and no till farming to reduce its
carbon footprint.

Our ambition is to turn Tysoe into a wildlife-friendly parish by providing more ‘spaces for
nature’. We started in 2019 when St Mary's Church agreed to develop part of the churchyard
into a wildlife friendly area and we plan to scale up our activity over the coming years, improve
habitats and increase the connectivity for wildlife, linking with the surrounding countryside.
Some of the key areas supporting wildlife are described below. The woodland is actively r 1o maintain the health of the trees, the vistas in
- the landscape and provide wood chip for renewable heat. Upton subscribes to the
: Government’s Environmental Stewardship Scheme which aims to improve the habitats
ﬂ vas_b< Zmbvoiw * for birds and insects as well as reducing soil erosion and widening the variety of habi
and is Leaf Marque accredited. In the last 15 years Upton has planted 2 km of new hedges
This nature reserve is managed by the Warwickshire and restored a further 6.5 km. Every year it plants 7 hectares of wild bird feed mix to give
Wildlife Trust. Sloping fields (9 ha) sit in an historic Civil War small birds feed over winter, 4 hectares of nectar flower mixes to support pollinators and 17
landscape in the north east tip of the Cotswolds National hectares of flower rich margins and plots. It also puts 30 skylark plots in the arable fields.
Landscape, beneath the wooded escarpment of Edge Hill. It
consists of two meadows and a stream bordered by ancient
_._mnmmaiw..:._m_._mnamasa_._._mv.vacg_mmG_u_ns%_..m_._._mx

O SCHOOL LANE - MIDDLE TYSOE

of Oak, Ash and English Elm. This is neutral grassland with Yellow Rattle, Dropwort,
s Tail and Sweet

This wide verge has been managed as a wildflower area
since spring 2020. In the first year, the plants already
present were allowed to grow and flower and consisted of
Yarrow, Oxeye Daisies, Bird's Foot Trefoil, Mullein and some
other common species. Yellow Rattle seeds were sown in
some areas in autumn 2020 and further wildflower seeds
were added in spring 2021. The aim is to mow the area
twice a year and remove the cuttings for compost.

Rough Hawkbit, Adder's Tongue Fern and the grasses, Crested Dog
Vernal Grass. There is a boggy area with wetland plants.

/  WESTCOTE MANOR FARM

The footpath from King John's Lane crossing Radway
Meadows continues on through some privately owned
meadows. These contain many of the species in Radway
Meadows and together with Radway Meadows constitute a
large block of permanent neutral grassland.

3 SUNRISING NATURAL BURIAL GROUND & NATUR

Beginning in 2006 as an open field of ryegrass, Sun
Rising is being developed as a patchwork of habitats,
each one of benefit to a range of species. There are new
areas of native deciduous trees and the species-rich
hedgerows are being preserved, extended and enriched.
Meadows of wildflowers and native grasses, areas of
tussock grassland, mown verges, grassy paths and rides
are beipg created. There is a pond and wetland area.

ﬁ_ %M&“ﬂr

© ST MARY'S CHURCHYARD - MIDDLE TYSOE

Two marked wildflower plots were prepared in late summer
2019 and the plot nearest the church was sown with Yellow
Rattle and some green hay from the churchyard at Oldberrow.
These were allowed to grow and flower in 2020 and were cut
in September. More Yellow Rattle was sown in autumn 2020
and further wildflower seeds were sown in spring 2021, many
collected from local verges. Several areas around the trees
have been left for wildlife and include patches of Stinging
Nettles for the approximately 100 species that use this

plant as a food source. A wildlife hedge consisting of mixed
native species was planted in winter 2020-; N._ W
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